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ally indebted to Professor Muhsin Mahdi for his assistance and
excellent advice at all stages of this task. Finally, I would like
to thank Ahmad Abd al-Magid Haridi, who has brought his rich
knowledge of Arabic and long experience with manuscripts to this
complicated text and who has been an excellent colleague
throughout all our months of toil .

C.E.B.

CAIRO

December, 1980
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Cairo Dar al-Kutub Mantiq 9, the Teheran Mishkat 375, the Dublin
Chester Beatty 3769, and the Teheran Shirdye Melli 5496. Except
in rare instances, the readings of these latter four manuscripts have
added nothing to our text.

Generally speaking, Averroes has taken remarkable liberties
with Arstotle’s text throughout his commentary. He mentions
Aristotle very rarely and quotes him directly only five times.
Moreover, in two of these five instances, his quotations have no
parallel in Aristotle’s text. And he frequently breaks away from
Aristotle’s explanations in order to explore different issues at greater
length than Aristotle apparently considered necessary. Yet despite
this tendency to follow his own path more than Aristotle’s, Averroes
succeeds in making Aristotle’s text much more accessible to the
reader. The basic problem of the conventional nature of language,
as'well as the whole issue of the way different kinds of sentences
imply or contradict one another, are explained far more thoroughly
by Averroes than by Aristotle. In sum, despite his novel approach
to this text, Averroes accomplishes his basic goal of explaining
Aristotle’s teaching.

It is a pleasure to acknowledge the many persons and institu-
tions who have contributed to the appearance of this volume.
Above all, I am grateful for the generous assistance offered by the
family of Professor Kassem and for their willingness to allow me
to go through his papers in order to find materials relevant to the
edition. The primary sponsors of this project, otherwise known
as the Project in Medieval Islamic Logic, have been the American
Research Center in Egypt and the Smithsonian Institution, I am
especially grateful for the encouragement, helpfulness, and gen-
erosity shown me by the persons involved with these two organi-
zations. The American Philosophical Society has also sponsored
part of the research connected with this project. And I am espegi-



PREFACE

This is the second in a series of volumes containing critical
editions of the Arabic text of Averroes’ Middle Commentaries on
Aristotle’s logical works., The other volumes present Averroes’
Middle Commentaries on Aristotle’s Cafegories, Prior Analytics,
Posterior Analytics, Topics, Sophistics, Rketforic, and Poetics.
Although the second of Averroes’ Middle Commentaries on Aristo-
tle’s logical works, this volutne is numbered the third because
Averroes’ Middle Commentary on Porphyry’s Isagoge, which to
our knowledge has not survived in the Arabic original, represents
the introduction to these works and is designated as the first
volume of the series. The Hebrew version of that work has
survived, however, and has been edited as the fitst volume.
Averroes' Middle Commentary on Aristotle’s Cafegories and his
Middle Commentary on Aristotle’s Topics have been published as
volumes two and six, respectively.

Publication of these works has been undertaken in order to
complete and extend the ambitious project begun by Professor
Mahmoud Kassem a few years before his death. Thus their
publication is meant to stand as a scholarly testimonial to the
esteem and affectlon with which he is remembered by students and
colleagues throughout the wotld.

This edition, like our edition of Averroes’ Middle Commen-
tary on Aristotle’s Categories, is primarily based on two manu-
scripts— the Florence Laurenziano CLXXX, 54 and the University
of Leiden 2073. And here, too, we have generally preferred the
readings of the Florence manusctipt to those of the Lelden manu-
script, We have also collated four additional manusctipta: the
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